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Inside this issue: 
 

The Government is proposing changes to how pests and dis-
eases affecting honeybees might be managed in the future.  It 
has published a public consultation document which can be 
viewed at: 
www.defra.gov.uk/consult/2013/01/10/bee-health-1301/  
 
It does involve a lot of reading, but the pertinent questions 
can be viewed in Appendix 2.  You are strongly advised to take 
the time to read this important set of documents and respond 
with your opinions. 
 
The results from this public consultation will guide the way in 
which Defra deals with honeybee health in future years.  The 
consultation closes on Saturday 9th March 2013 so have your 
say NOW. 

Have Your Say 
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Full details of the Association’s Annual Convention appeared in last month’s County News.  This not to be 
missed event  has a top line up of speakers with a range of lec-
tures to suit everyone with full details on the website.   
 
Apart from the three main lectures there are two sessions where 
you can choose which seminar to join and, as participants come 
from all over the region, there are plenty of people with whom 
to swop ideas and chat throughout the day.  
 
The convention is also a great opportunity to stock up on equip-
ment and reading matter for the coming season.  As usual, Paynes 
Southdown Bee Farms will bring a tremendous range of equipment 
and books to the Convention, so don’t forget your shopping list! 
 
The day promises to be both entertaining and stimulating so book now to ensure your place on the semi-
nars of your choice.  The price for WSBKA members is just £20 per person.  
 
For further details contact Gordon Allan on 01798 343470 or email wsbkaconvention@gmail.com or visit 
the West Sussex website for a Booking form and further details: 
 www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex/convention/index.shtml 
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Annual Convention - Saturday 23rd February - Final Reminder 

Delegates at the 2012 convention.  Photo 
courtesy of Christine Stevens. 

BBKA’s Annual Delegates’ Meeting 

Chairman, Tom Moore reports on his attendance as our West Sussex delegate. 
 
On Saturday 12th January I left home at 7.30 a.m. to drive to Kenilworth to attend the 53rd Annual Dele-
gates’ Meeting.  This was my third time attending this meeting, after a welcome break last year when Jim 
Norfolk (Chichester Division Chairman) represented us. 
 
Each Association is allowed one voting delegate at the ADM.  This is the big annual meeting at the heart 
of democracy in BBKA, with elections for the Executive, the presentation of accounts, reports from vari-
ous committees, and a whole series of motions to discuss and vote on. There were 60 voting delegates, 
the remaining half dozen Associations not represented.  The details will be published by BBKA in due 
course, but I thought I would give West Sussex members a summary of those parts most relevant to indi-
vidual members. 
 
First the bad news 
From October the BBKA Capitation (membership fee) will rise by £2 per year.  However, when we looked 
at the charts showing the costs of membership of many other leisure/hobby-related organisations, it 
turned out that, taking the enormous value of membership into account (especially the Liability Insurance 
and BBKA News), BBKA is remarkably cheap.  Some organisations charge nearly double what BBKA costs, 
and you get nothing in return.  So, hard as it may seem, we should pay up and be grateful! 



 
Some points of interest 
BBKA News had advertising income of £76,000 last year, a big increase since the re-vamp and change to 
monthly publication. This means that the 12 issues cost approximately £5 per member, remarkable value. 
When postage rates rose last year there was a change to the rules on bulk postage so BBKA was hit with a 
20% VAT charge on that postage, a cost that had not been foreseen. 
BBKA reserves are currently 61% of annual membership income. It is hoped gradually to increase reserves 
to 100%, so that there is a buffer against a decline in income. 
BBKA employs the equivalent of 3.85 full time staff, to service a membership of nearly 25,000. 
2014 will be the 140th anniversary year for BBKA.  Suggestions are sought for ways of recognising this. 
 
Propositions 
There are always a string of Propositions to vote on, these setting BBKA policy and priorities.  Several 
were minor changes to the Constitution (rules), the way in which BBKA operates, and these were agreed 
quickly and without much dissent.  Jersey BKA was admitted to full BBKA membership, the 67th Associa-
tion. 
 
The very ‘hot’ topic at the moment relates to neonicotinoid 
pesticides.  You may well have seen a lot of emails circulat-
ing, and petitions that you may have been asked to sign.  
Some of these have included information twenty years old, 
and many have been based more on an emotional reaction 
than a considered view of the latest scientific information. 
 
Proposition 05/2013 came from Hampshire BKA, asking 
BBKA to liaise with Defra and farmers to set up a register 
where farmers must log every spray or seed treatment they 
were to use, ahead of using it, which they felt would allow 
beekeepers to take ‘appropriate action’.  We had been 
asked in West Sussex to second this motion, but we felt that it was unworkable and declined to support it.  
On the day there was substantial agreement with our stance and the proposition was defeated with 13 
for, 42 against and 5 abstentions, a higher ‘against’ than expected. 
 
Proposition 08/2013 was from Gloucestershire, again on the threat of neonicotinoids asking for this sub-
ject to be made BBKA’s number one priority, above everything else they do.  As may be expected, a very 
contentious issue.  I was mandated to vote against, as much as anything because BBKA could not sensibly 
make this one topic its top priority. There was much similar feeling and I felt that the proposition would 
be defeated, and should go to a vote.  However, it was moved that Standing Order 14C be invoked, to re-
fer the whole thing to the Executive, that proposal being passed.  I feel that it is a great shame the issue 
was ‘kicked into touch’ as it would have been much better to reach a conclusion. 
BBKA has taken a carefully considered stance on neonicotinoids, with their policy fully explained on the 
BBKA website. They have been waiting for an expert report fully analysing the current state of under-
standing.  This report was finally published in the week following the ADM, and you can find it at: 
www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/130116.htm?utm_source=homepage&utm_medium=infocus&utm_campaign=beehealth 
 
I have browsed through the three long and detailed articles.  It is not easy reading. There is a huge and 
complex amount of information to try to make sense of, and no doubt various so-called 'experts' and 
many real experts will make a better job of understanding it than I can. 
 
  

    Chesford Grange Hotel , Warwickshire - Venue for 
the 53rd BBKA Annual Delegates’ Meeting 
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Quite clearly there are risks posed to our bees by neonicotinoids, but also a lot of identified gaps in the 
knowledge, and data that is not as rigorously produced in trials as could be wished.  No doubt the blindly 
'anti' will see the listing of data gaps as some form of conspiracy to delay any judgement, allow agricul-
ture to run riot, etc., etc..  I would rather see it as at least a fully examined and detailed analysis of where 
we are, and a basis for directing any future researches (to fill gaps in knowledge). It may even have 
enough in the reports to get some more decisive action. 
 
If you have any interest in the subject I suggest you set aside some time to read the reports carefully and 
make your own mind up, while we await the BBKA response*.  I would say this has, on first look, taken me 
from 'unable to say' to 'concerned'.  Reading it gave me a headache, so you might want to have some 
paracetamol handy! 
 
If any West Sussex member would like further details of any aspect of the ADM, or to see the printed re-
ports or accounts, do feel free to contact me by email at stone.house@btinternet.com. 
 
Tom Moore 
 
Since Tom wrote this article the BBKA has responded to the EFSA report and the reply can be found at: 
 
www.bbka.org.uk/files/pressreleases/statement_re_efsa_reports_23_jan_2013_final_1358935510.pdf 

South of England Show 6 - 8th June 

Two New Products  

This month I have been sent details of two new beekeeping products which may 
be of interest to members. 
The first is a Winter Cover for the hive.  See the website for details and prices. 
www.beesnug.co.uk 
 
 

And from a member of the Beverley BKA comes details of a Frame Rest.  Details from: 
www.beverleybeekeepers.co.uk or contact Eric on 
treasurer@beverleybeekeepers.co.uk 
 
 
Please note that WSBKA does not endorse either product and the details are 
passed on for your interest only. 

As Entries Secretary for the Bees & Honey section of the South of England 
show, I would like to invite the beekeepers of the West Sussex Beekeepers’ 
Association to enter this years show.  More information , Show Schedule and 
Entry Forms are available from me at the following address: 
4 Chalmers Close, Charlwood, Surrey, RH6 0DP.  
 
Pauline Sparkes 
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Around the Divisions 
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All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you 
plan to attend. 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 19th February - ‘Springtime Preparation Including Wax Changing’ - Tom Moore, WSBKA 
Chairman.  Boxgrove Village Hall at 7:30pm.  Further details from:  
secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 
 

Wisborough Green Division 
‘Winter Learning’ - presented by Roger Patterson.  Dates and 
venues to be advised. 

Details from John Glover: glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com 
or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 14th February - ‘Hygienic Bee Behaviour’ - Gianluigi Bigio, PhD Student from Sussex 
University.  Ferring Village Hall 7:30pm. Details from Phil Carter: philange5180@btinternet.com or the 
WBKA website: www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

... and Dates for your Diary 

Saturday 23rd February - WSBKA Annual Convention,  Lodge Hill, Watersfield, Pulborough.  See 
article in last month’s Newsletter.  Further details from Gordon Allan,  
Tel: 01798 343470 or email: wsbkaconvention@gmail.com  
 

Saturday 2nd March - Wisborough Green ‘Beekeeping for Begin-
ners’ Day.  See article in December’s Newsletter or visit the West Sus-
sex website. 

Tuesday 26th March - WSBKA Annual General Meeting.  Details next 
month. 

12-14th April - BBKA Spring Convention, Harper Adams University College, Newport, Shropshire. 
www.bbka.org.uk/news_and_events/spring_convention.php 

Saturday 27th April - 41st Annual Bee Market & Auction, Brinsbury Campus, Pulborough.   

Further details from Graham Elliott, Tel: 01403 752493, Mobile; 07761 349281 or  

email:  grahammt@tiscali.co.uk .   

If you would like to help at the Auction please contact Graham. 
 

Full details of the Convention and Auction can now be found on the West Sussex BKA website. 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 



41st Annual Bee Market & Auction - 27th April 

Chairman, Tom Moore, shares his thoughts from his apiary in West Sussex. 
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Oxalic Acid treatment was done on New Year’s Day, one of the few cooler days around the turn of the 
year.  How odd that seems in view of the long cold snowy period that eventually followed.  We also put 
fondant on the hives as a precaution, and decided we have done what we can for now and need to sit out 
the winter and look forward to a resumption of the active beekeeping season in spring.  At the start of 
January there was a noticeable difference in the strength of different hives, some appearing to have 
dwindled to a size where it is unlikely that they will have had the critical mass of bees to keep warm 
enough in the cold snap.  We took extra colonies into winter anticipating losses, and I think what we ex-
pected will happen! 
 
Prompted by a member who needed several kilos of good quality bees-
wax I have also been catching up on a backlog of cappings and other bits 
of wax that needed processing.  It’s a time-consuming process, melting 
the wax gently in lime-free water (I use the condensate from a dehumidi-
fier) then filtering it through muslin to make blocks.  Having processed 
over 10 kilos over a couple of weeks, it has made me realise what an un-
der-valued resource this wax is.  The only way to get worthwhile value 
from it is to process it into something for retail sale, be it cosmetics, can-
dles or ornamental wax blocks.  It takes the bees a huge amount of en-
ergy to produce wax, and when you look at the tiny flakes they secrete, 
and consider how many of those it takes to make a kilo of wax, the indus-
trious productivity of the bees is quite mind-boggling. 
 

More from Moore - Winter Reading 

 
As we continue to struggle through the current spell of bitterly cold weather we 
can look forward to the spring and our Annual Bee Market & Auction now in it’s 
41st year. 
A small army of volunteers is needed to run this event successfully and if you 
are available to help with a variety of tasks including assisting in the Auction 
Ring and serving tea and coffee please contact me. 
Details are now on the WSBKA website so if you have surplus equipment you 
wish to sell download the Lot Entry Form.  Closing date for entries is 17th April. 
Sue Cooper will again be running her very popular plant stall so if you can contribute please contact Sue 
on 01798 870 461 for more details. 
Worthing Division will be running a tombola for the benefit of the WSBKA exchequer.  All prize dona-
tions are gratefully received. 
As always, your support is greatly appreciated.   
 
Graham Elliott  
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk or 01403 752493 Mobile 07761 349281 

 

Blocks of beeswax from initial  
melting and filtering  



 
I have also been doing a bit of reading while there is less pressure on time.  Right from the start of my 
beekeeping at Wisborough Green I have heard Roger Patterson warn over the quality of books available. 
In too many instances they are written by people who either have little experience, or who in large part 
repeat what they have read in other books.   
 
The latter leads to errors being repeated, and can be confusing when you read the same wrong informa-
tion in several places and can be fooled into thinking it must be true.  On the Wisborough Green website 
www.wgbka.org.uk we have a number of book reviews, largely written by Roger, and they can guide you 
on some titles at least. 
 
In conversation with a non-beekeeping friend in Petworth a while ago the subject of bee books came up, 
and as a consequence he sent me the following poem which I thought might amuse you.  He thought it 
came from an 1899 book by Harry Graham entitled ‘Ruthless Rhymes for Heartless Homes’, though an 
internet search suggests it was written by poet Francis John Dunne.  Whoever wrote it, it suggests that 
books based on fairly limited experience have been around for a long time! 
 
When Mrs Gorme, Aunt Eloise, 
Was stung to death by savage bees, 
Her Husband, Prebendary Gorme 
Put on a veil and took the swarm. 
He’s publishing a book next May 
On how to make beekeeping pay. 
 
 

Tom 

BBKA responds to the European Food  Standards Authority  
report  

The BBKA has been awaiting the publication of reports from 
the EFSA on the risk of three neonicotinoid insecticides to 
honeybees, bumble and solitary bees.   
 
These reports have now been published and the Associa-
tion’s understanding of the situation and it’s expectations of 

government and regulatory authorities to ensure the safety and well-being of our honeybees can be read 
on the BBKA website: 
www.bbka.org.uk/files/pressreleases/statement_re_efsa_reports_23_jan_2013_final_1358935510.pdf 
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We’re on the web: 
www.bbka.org.uk/local/westsussex 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 

grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

M EM B E R S '  C O U N TY  N E WS L E T T ER  

For those of you with a Smartphone scan our website’s QR Code 

VOLUME 2,  ISSUE  11 Page 8 

And Finally ... 

 
Our Association Treasurer has recently retired from the Executive 
Committee and as a consequence we expect to be seeking a new 
Treasurer soon.  We would welcome expressions of interest from any 
suitably qualified person, for consideration by the Committee.  The 
role is an honorary one and undemanding for an experienced individ-
ual.  The major events for the Treasurer to handle are membership 
fees, auction and convention funds, and preparing a financial report 
for the Executive Committee which meets around 6 times a year.  So if 
you have the experience and can spare some time please contact me 
in the first instance. 
 
Graham Elliott 
Hon. Secretary 
grahammt@tiscali.co.uk 

WSBKA Treasurer - An Opportunity 


